
An officer in the holding state picks up an out-of‐state non-delinquent 
runaway and places the runaway in custody

The holding state authorities contact 
the home/demanding state and 

notifies the office of abuse/neglect 
allegations**

YesNo

YesNo

Is abuse or neglect of the runaway 
suspected by the holding authorities?

Release of a Non-Delinquent Runaway 

*See, Rule 6-102(1) and Notice of Clarification of OJJDP Policy on Secure Detention of Runaways
**See, Rule 6-105 
***Juvenile authorities may release a runaway to their legal guardian or custodial agency within the first 24 hours without applying Rule 6‐102.

Is the runaway a danger 
to self or others?

The holding state 
notifies the home/
demanding state

Is the runaway held in custody 
longer than 24 hours (excluding 

weekends/holidays)?

See, process chart 
for  Voluntary 

Returns

YesNo

Authorities may release a 
runaway to a legal guardian 

or custodial agency***

Juvenile shall be 
held in secure 

facilities* 

See, process 
chart for  Non-

Voluntary Return 
of a Runaway or 
Accused Status 

Offender

Does the non-
delinquent runaway 
agree to voluntarily 

return?
Yes

No
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